
Afterlife The place where Egyptians believed they would go after they died. 

Akhet The season of the year when the Nile river flooded. 

Canopic Jars Special jars that held organs of a mummy including the lungs, intestines, liver and stomach. 

Hieroglyphics A type of writing that used a combination of pictures and symbols. 

Mummification The process of preserving a body after death in preparation for the afterlife. 

Papyrus A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile. It was used as an early version of paper. 

Pharoah The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt. 

Sarcophagus A large stone box that held a mummy’s coffin. Often richly decorated for Pharaohs. 

Slide Show Top Tips: 

1. Choose a font style and size that your audience can read from a distance.  

2. Keep your text simple and minimise the amount of text on your slides. 

3. Use art to help convey your message.  

4. Use high contrast between background colour and text colour.  

5. Make slide backgrounds subtle and keep them consistent.  

Pyramids were built as tombs and monuments to pharaohs.  They were built from limestone blocks that were cut from the 

ground.  Wooden sleds pulled by people over wet sand were used to move the blocks.  The Pyramids were built to the west of the Nile 

River, which was associated with the land of the dead.  The base of a pyramid was a perfect square, and the pyramids had four triangular 

sides and deep inside a burial chamber was located which contained the pharaoh's mummified body and treasures. To prevent people 

from entering, statues of guards were placed outside the burial chamber doors and traps and curses were put on the tombs and          

pyramids to keep robbers out.   The largest pyramids were made from over 2,000,000 blocks of limestone. There are around 138        

Egyptian pyramids.  

The word “pharaoh” means “Great House,” a 

reference to the palace where the pharaoh 

resides. Pharaohs were the rulers of ancient 

Egypt; they were       considered the divine  

intermediary    between the people and their 

Gods.   Religion was an important part of 

their civilisation. Maintaining religious         

harmony and participating in ceremonies 

were part of the pharaoh’s role as head of 

the religion. 

The most significant artifacts associated with 

Pharaohs were found in their tombs, includ-

ing sarcophagi, statues representing the 

pharaoh as a God, and various personal items 

like jewellery and weapons.   


